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COMPANY QUICK STATS 
Name: Port of Seaftle 
Headquarters: Seattl!:' 
2008 Revenues: 17 billion 
Employees: 1,600 
Web site: "''IWpGI r ed/fle.org 
Employment Web site:
 
w'w.port~i'alf If: Jra/aboul/emjJloyment
 

HICKS' ADVICE 
• Save everything. 'Hol~ on 10 dny iJwards 

or . rtJllc1l1on~ Get h III nO!i1rilt'd 
alld Dull tlen! in dprote led spaI Til "II 
greatly enhance your resulIlI.' alII! 
p 1I 110 

· Be prepared for the cost of civilian life. 
"ThE'rl"~ (I lot 01 lpporl Ln ty but l> 
mor eXIJ lIiIVE'. Hle rniHl ry l.irfr~r' a 
qrl'al total benefits package, bu a lot 
01 people 10Il'l take that into consiiJer 
allorl. WI ell tlllnkinq . bout piling out 
don t Just too l1t thr· sa ary conslf1p r 
tile lnt '11 ((lst: 

WHAT HICKS LIKES 
ABOUT HIS JOB 
· h Port ()f .... ( dtll~ I il very Incere 

company With a lot of Inlet]f1ty like 
Ihe mililary. 

• Im n-Jl mil rOHldlldqed 
• I meflt new P or Ie 'VE'1 V I'ly, 

FUN Q&A 
What do you miss the most 
about the military?
 
Til Jlff'lt:nlll u~1 til 11m'" mdue
 
a dlff rl'f1CP In Illy II[p and hosp hat 
Illdvernoll1padilf fen,,:'l asw II 

What do you do for fun during
 
your time off?
 
I rf!l1d 1lot of books.
 

What is your favorite team? 
Olkllnd Raid r 
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THE PORT 
The Port of Seanle, a port disrricr run by 

an elecred five-member commission, oper­

ares several major faciliries in King Coun­

ry, Wash" supporring nearly 200,000 jobs 

in rhe Puger Sound region and generar­

ing more rhan $17 billion in revenues 

for rhe area businesses rhar serve rhe porr 

faciliries. Porr faciliries include rhe Sear­

de-Tacoma Inrernarional Airport and a 

seaport serving a rhriving cruise indusrry, 

commercial and recrearional marinas, and 

rhree conrainer shipping rerminals. 

IN UNIFORM 
Ironically, Hicks joined rhe milirary be­

cause he was a rebel, A narive of Porrs­

mourh, Va., he sawall his friends leave for 

college afrer high schoo!. Bur rhar wasn'r 

for him. 

"I decided ro become one of the few 

and rhe proud," Hicks said. "So in 1984 I 

enlisred in rhe Marine Corps." 

The Porr of Searde has 1,600 employ­

ees and is looking ro hire more milirary 

vererans. To accomplish rhis, rhe porr 

recendy unveiled irs Vererans Fellowship 

Program. This six-monrh iniriarive - held 

in rhe summer and fall - helps vererans 

ger used ro civilian employmenr rhrough 

resume-wriring and inrerviewing assis­

rance, idenrificarion of rransferable skills, 

and exposure ro civilian work environ­

menrs and corporare business pracrices. 

Afrer boor camp, Hicks arrended infan­

rry school ar Camp Pendleron in San Di­

ego and served 10 years as a Marine before 

swirching services ro rhe Army in 1994, 

"I was looking for bener educarional 

opportunities," he said. "The Army ar­

rracred me because infanrry is infanrry, 

and rhar was whar I was good ar." 

Sebastian Hicks, center. served in both the Army and the Marine Corps during his 24'year mititary career 
He found a great career working for the Port of Seattle. the nation's sixth busiest seaport 

THE TRANSITION 
Hicks lefr rhe milirary in 2008. To pre­

pare, he rook several ACAP classes and 

posred his resume online. 

Hicks had rhe opporruniry ro meer a 

replesenrative for rhe POrt ofSearde and im­

mediately hir ir offwith rhe recruiter: "The 

people were friendly and real1y wanred to 

reach out ro veterans. I had an in-person 

inrerview, followed by several phone con­

versations, and was hired within 45 days. I 

was parr of the first [Veterans Fellowship] 

class ro get hired by rhe Porr of Seattle." l!II 




