


Jan. 2005 
TAF

Update to 
Jan. 2005 %

Draft Rec'd 
Sept. 2005 %

Draft Rec'd 
Nov. 2005 %

2004-2020 2004-2020 Difference 2005-2025 Difference 2005-2025 Difference
517,157 500,625 3.2% 488,762 5.5% 498,069 3.7%

Seattle-Tacoma International Airport 
Comprehensive Development Plan Environmental Assessment 
Assessment and Acceptance of FAA’s Terminal Area Forecast 
January, 2006 
 
The following discussion outlines the Port of Seattle’s rationale for accepting the FAA’s Terminal Area 
Forecast (TAF) as the formal forecast for current Comprehensive Development Plan (CDP) planning and 
environmental work. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In early 2004, the CDP prepared an analysis of future aircraft operations using a somewhat non-
traditional methodology because of the capacity challenges at Sea-Tac.  The number of 550,000 annual 
operations was selected as a maximum airfield capacity as a result of earlier modeling indicating the 
airport would experience 15 minutes of average delay per operation at that level.  That level of delay was 
thought to be the practical limit on operations at the airport.  Examination of the expected fleet mix and 
load factors at 550,000 operations suggested a level of 45 million annual passengers.  Any numbers 
needed for CDP planning or TAF comparisons for intervening years were mathematically interpolated.  
The interpolated number of operations generally corresponded with the TAF forecast available at that 
time for the years 2019 or 2020, and therefore seemed appropriate.   
 
In November of 2004, the FAA’s regional Airports District Office (ADO) forwarded a draft of their new 
TAF for Port review and comment.  The following is an excerpt from the Port’s e-mail response to the 
ADO: 
 

As we did last year, we took a look at the draft TAF forecast compared to our preliminary 
Comprehensive Development Plan (CDP) projections and believe that the differences between the 
two are inconsequential and do not warrant comment.  I have attached a quick summary in case 
you're interested.  Let us know if you hear of any more changes prior to formal publication.  We'd 
be interested in seeing those as well.  [Original e-mail available on request] 

 

In January of 2005, the ADO forwarded the final release of that TAF to the Port.  The numbers were 
identical to the draft TAF received in November, 2004, and only differed from the CDP levels by 3.8% in 
the year 2020.  Given the more rigorous and traditional approach used to develop the TAF, the Port 
elected to use the TAF forecast for the more detailed planning required to support the environmental 
analysis of the CDP.  Since that time, the Port has reviewed the more detailed assumptions (attached) 
underlying the forecast forwarded to us by FAA’s forecasting office (APO-100) in Washington D.C.  TAF 
parameters for such elements as load factor, seat size, and growth rates appear reasonable and 
consistent with local conditions.  As such, we find them acceptable for use in the CDP. 
 
Subsequent to the publication of the TAF in January, 2005, there has been one update to it and two 
drafts issued for a new TAF to be published in 2006 that we are aware of.  For reference, the year 2020 
differences in aircraft operations are outlined below. 
 
 
 
 
 
The Port considers the differences outlined above to be insignificant in the 2020 timeframe and do not 
warrant deviation from the continued use of the TAF numbers published in January 2005 for ongoing 
CDP planning and environmental work. 
 
In addition, we’d like to clarify David McCraney’s letter to you dated September 22nd, 2005.  The purpose 
of that letter was to note that various TAF levels have been reported by the FAA depending upon the 
date that the data was downloaded in 2005.  In Table 2, the numbers in the column referred to as “April 
Web Download” are identical to those that were published in January, 2005 and forwarded to us by the 
ADO on January 31st, 2005.  The numbers in the column referred to as “May Web Dowload” are the 
numbers that were available on APO’s TAF website as of May 4, 2005.  The 501,023 level of operations 
was subsequently changed by FAA’s APO office to 500,625 operations as reflected in the table above. 


