
RESOLUTION NO. 3283 

d 

A RESOLUTiON of the Port Commission of the Port of Seattle authorizing the 
Executive Director to enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding among the pnncipal parties of the Freight 
Action Strategy for the Seattle-Tacoma (FAST) Corndor for 
the purpose of setting out the mutually agreed upon steps 
along the Tacoma-to-Everett rail corndor and to assist the 
Port of Seattle in its plans to meet its share of the program's 
costs and responsibilities 

WHEREAS, the assurance of continued freight and passenger mobility throughout the Puget 

Sound is an issue of critical stategic importance to the Port, and 

WHEREAS, projected growth in cargo volumes and the implementation of commuter rad service 

by the Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authonty are expected to generate more tiequent mainline 

rail traffic, with a projected increase in traffic congestion at many of the at-grade crossings along major 

artenals: and 

WHEREAS, representatives of the Port of Seattle, the Washington State Department of 

'I ranuprtation, the Puget Sound Regional Councii, the ports of Tacoma and Everett, King County, 

Pierce County and Snohomish County, The Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway Company, the Union 

Pacific Railroad Company, and the cities of Tacoma, Puyallup, Sumner, Pacific, Algona, Auburn, Kent, 

Renton, 7 ukwila, Seattle and Everett, all located along the Everett-Seattle--1 acoma corridor, have 

reached consensus and recommended the projects shown in Attachment A to Exhibit A of this 

Resolutron as an "immediate prionty" program of projects that together form the first phase of an 

integrated freight mobility strategy, and 

WHEREAS, the Port 01 Seattle has previously committed resources for its share for 

tn: i:mxx:z! acx!.::cmer?!, p!?nn!ng ~ r !  pre-desgn nf -me of the 'immediate prioritv" projects, 

WHEREAS, a Memorandum ot Agreement whtch will detail procedures for fmding and 

disbursement of funds, cost overruns, scheduling requirements and other factors among the FAST 

Corridor principal par!ies will subsequently come before the Port Commission for review and approval, 

NOW, THEREFOW,, BE IT RESOLVED by the Port Commission of the Port of Seattle that 

Section 1 The Executive Director is hereby authorrzed to execute a Memorandum of 

Understanding nmong the Principal Partres of the Freight Action Strategy for the Seattle-Tacoma 

(FAS 1 ) Corridor, in substantiaHy the same form dttached hereto as Exhibit .4 and by this reference 

incorporated herein 
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Section 2 A copy of the final executed Memorandum of Understanding shall be attached to 

this Resolution as Exhibit I3 

S e c t i o d  The Executive Director may execute such administrative amendments to the final 

executed Memorandum of Understanding as may be agreed upon by the parties from time to time The 

Executive Dmc!or shall advise the Commission of all such amendments within thirty (30) days of the 

date of execution 

ADOPTED by the Port Commission of the Port of Seattle at a regular meeting thereof, 

held this /#h day of 7 u / l  , 1998, and du!y authenticated in open session by the 

signatures of the Commissioriers voting in favor thereof and the seal of the Commission 

Port Commission 

t 



This Memorandum of Understanding is entered into among the signatory parbes as an 

effort to articulate a set of mutually agreed upon steps to enhance freight mobilrty along 

the Tacoma-to-Everett rail comdor. This memorandum is intended to communicate 

how the FAST Candor partnership is envismned by ts cooperating member agencies, 

to assist each agency to plan towards meeting its share of the program's costs and 

responsibilities 

1 

in that spint and context, it is agreed among the parties as follows: 

Premises: 
1 . The name 'FAST ComdoF refers to a senes of related but independent projects 

which when completed will systemabmlly improve freight movement and nubgate 

the impacts of increasingly intensive use of *e north-south rail comdor between 

Everett and Tacoma 

2 The fast, efficient and reliable movement of freight is vital to the economic health 

and well-being of the Puget Sound Region. the state of Washington and the 

nabon as a whole 

3 International trade in, out and through the Puget Sound ports, as well as general 

freight into, aut of and within the PUget Sound Regon, is expenencing increasing 

congestton due to more intensive use of rail camdon, the general growth of 

freight. and growth in other vehicular traffic of the region. 
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4 Representatives of the Waskington State Department of Transportatmn, the 

Puget Sound Regmai Coiincil. the ports of Seattle, Tacoma and Everett. King 

County, Pierce County and Snohomish County, The Burlington Northem and 

Santa Fe Railway Company, the Union Pacfic Railmad Company. and the mes 

of Tacoma. Puyallup. Sumner, Pacfic. Algona, Auburn, Kent, Renton, Tukwila. 

Seaffle. and Everett, all located along the Everett-Seattle-Tacoma a r d o r ,  have 

met, discussed. analyzed, reached consensus, and recommended the projects 

shown in Attachment A as an 'immediate pnonty" program of pmj& that 

together form the first phase of an integrated freight mobility conidor strategy 

5 This integrated freight mobility corridor strategy is consistent with the &get 

Sound Regional Counal's Metropolitan Transportatton Plan. 

6 Recent processes to assess statewide freight pnority needs have idenbfied the 

FAST Corndor program as having hgh pnonty and statewide impact. 

7 Members of the U S congressional delegabon from Washington State are on 

record in support of federal funding paNwpabori in the FAST Comdor program. . 

8 King and Pierce countres. the ports of Seaffle and Tacoma. and local cibes have 

already invested funds to advance individual 

Comdor pragram 

elements of the FAST 

9 1mplementat:on of the FAST Comdor wrll be enhanced if each party can safely 

anticipate that the other parties will be committed to a pre-agmed share of the 

cost in order to fully fund the immediate pdonty program shown in Attachment A. 

10 All funding partners will need assurance that their expect& participabon will be 
tied to the total program costs agreed to and shown in Attachment A and will not 

be expected to grow as individual project cost eshmates are refined during the 

project development process. 
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Understandings: c 

1 Attachment A lists those FAST Corndor projects which will improve access to 

port areas and resolve modal conflicts at railroad grade crossings and will 

complement investment by the railroads. the Regional Translt Authonty and the 

State to improve the overail capaclty and reliabilw of the mainline rail comdor for 

both freight and passenger operabons. 

2. The projects shown in Attachment A are deemed to be the highest pnonty of the 

FAST Carrklor projects, and they are to be consldered mlle@bvely as a single 

"arndof program. 

3. The irnplemenbng agencies for the projects shown in Attachment A. the ports of 

Seattle and Tacoma, and the two mainline railroads collectively acknowledge 

that they, collectively, will be expected to pmvtde 25% of the total program cost 

for the projects listed in Attachment A. subject to the fd lwng  conditions. 

a) that federal and state funding commitment is obtained to fund the full 

remainder of the FAST Corndor program shown in Attachment A, 

b) that total program cost esbmates are managed to remain within the total 

p q n m  CQS! shrrurn Attachment A, and 

c) that upon full funding all parties enter into a Memorandum of Agreement 

formally comrnitbng to funding responsibilities. cost controls, and other 
conditions sf the partnership. 

4 The 25% portron of the program cost to be borne by the implemenbng agencies, 

the ports of Seattle and Tacoma. and the two mainline railroads are expected to 

be divided as follows. 
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a) the ports of Seattle P and Tacoma. and the two mainline railroads, will be 

expected to fund 15% of the aggregate cost for the total program shown 

in Attachment A under the conditions descnbed above. and 

b) agencies responsible for implementatron of individual projects are 

expected to fund 10% of the cost of the individual p ~ ~ ~ j e c t s  they wll 

implement. using their own funds or other funding sources, and including 

funds previously expended to develop each project in advance of full 

program funding 

5 Each individual project shown in Attachment A is the implementing agency's 

responsibihty to design, perm&, andconstruct as a normal matter of course in 

capital project development, and implementation of any individual FAST Comdor 

project will be dependent upon funding authonzatron by the party or parties 

responsible for that project. 

6 The existing FAST Corndor Agency Staff Team will continue to meet in order to 

monitor and promote both the immediate pnonty program shown in Attachment A 

and other identified FAST Comdor pnontIes. and to facilitate communications 

and agreements needed to implement these understandings. 

. 

7 All parties agree to maintain this understanding unhl September 30, 1999, or 

until it is superseded by a subsequent memorandum of understanding or 

agreement 

8 This memorandum does not create any legally enforceable nghts or obligations on the 

part of any ofthe signatory agencies Not IS this MOU intended to resalve 

implementation issues such as how costs will be monitored and responsibility for 

cast overruns and escalatlon wtll be assigned, recognizing that these issues wl! 

have to be addressed in detail by a formal Memorandum of Agreement upon 

receipt of major funding assurance from the State and/or Federa! governments 

Y 
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Signed by: 

Washington Deparbnent of Transportation 
King County 
Pierce County 
Snohornish Caunty 
Port of seaffle 
Port of Tacoma 
Port of Everett 
city of % d e  
City of Tacoma 

City of Auburn 
Clty of Kent 
City Of f u h h  

City of Sumner 
City of Renton 
Crty of Pa& 
clty of pusom 
The Burlingtan Northem & Santa Fe Railway 
Union Pa& 

$ 

ci ty  Qf EYefett 

Clty of Puyailup 

Endorsed by 

Puget Sound Regional Counwl 



, 
L AITACHMEM A 

FAST Corridor Projects for 
Immediate Implementation 

=act Name 

California St. 

E. Marine V i  Owe 
W S t .  Extension 

Spokane St. 

Royal Brougham (SR 519) 

E. Marginal Way 
s. 180" st. 

3"' St. SW I BNSF crossing 
8" St. I BNSF crossing 

Shaw Rd. Extenson 
Canyon Rd. Extenston 

'0'3. 
Port of Tacoma Rd 

SR 167 (WW only) 

s. 277" st. 

lmplementinp Awncy 

Port of Everett 

City of Everett 
City of Everett 
City of Seam 

WSDOT 
CQ of Seattle 
City of Tukmla 
CQ of Auburn 
City of Auburn 
Pierce County 

City of Puyallup 

Plarce County 
City of Tacoma 
Port of Tacoma 

WSOOT 

TOTAL PRQGRAM: 

CO8P 

S 10.0 million 

- 
6.1 

16 0 

45.0 
100.2 

19 0 
12.0 
24.0 
22.0 
10.0 
15.0 

6.0 
22.5 
22 2 
24.4 

S%4A mlllkm 

'Cost shown fot FAST Comdor portion of each project: in some case5 the FAST prnlect 
may be a component or stage of a larger project. 
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