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Seattle-Tacoma International Airport
Overnight operation moves massive aerial walkway

Last night Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (SEA) completed a major milestone in the
construction of its International Arrivals Facility (IAF), moving into place the longest aerial
walkway of its kind in the world. When complete, the elevated pedestrian walkway will rise
85 feet over an active taxi lane with planes travelling underneath.

The overnight move brought the 320-foot-long center span walkway from Cargo 2 down
the closed center runway to the bridge’s final destination between the South Satellite and
new facility.  Later today, four span jacks will lift the center span into place.

This new facility, opening in 2020, creates a modern welcome to the world and improves
the customer experience for international arrivals.

Learn more

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WASEATTLEPORT/bulletins/275ee8d
https://www.portseattle.org/blog/five-fast-facts-about-iaf-pedestrian-walkway
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A new era for Seattle-Tacoma International Airport

SEA launched a monumental year and decade today by ushering in a new era of
customer-centered travel. The airport unveiled a new SEA airport brand identity and a
suite of improvements that reflect the spirit of our Pacific Northwest home. The traveling
public will begin seeing new brightly colored signage, uniforms and digital tools
(www.flySEA.org) today as the first examples of the airport’s commitment to elevating the
travel experience.

Travelers can also look forward to new community-focused experiences and customer
services including the expansion of SEA Visitor Pass, a free program that allows
approved, non-ticketed visitors to go post-security to spend more time with friends and
family. The program has doubled to allow 200 non-ticketed visitors per day.

Learn more

Healthy Habitats and Communities
Port awards environmental grants to five near-airport community groups

Communities in Burien, Des Moines, and SeaTac will soon enjoy new and expanded
environmental projects benefiting high school students, parks, and gardens. The Port of
Seattle awarded its fifth round of grants provided by the Airport Community Ecology (ACE)
Fund. Five organizations will receive a total of $45,000 in funds.

The ACE Fund offers grants to organizations to improve the natural environment through
projects and programs that improve livability in near-airport communities In the three

http://www.flysea.org/
https://www.portseattle.org/news/its-back-sea-visitor-pass-returns-airport-allowing-post-security-visits
https://www.portseattle.org/news/sea-airport-kicks-major-customer-focused-initiatives-and-amenities
https://www.portseattle.org/page/airport-community-ecology-ace-fund
https://www.portseattle.org/news/port-seattle-awards-45000-environmental-grants-five-community-groups
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projects and programs that improve livability in near airport communities. In the three
years since the Commission authorized the program, the Port has funded 33 unique
projects for a total of just under $285,000.

To celebrate the success of all the ACE projects funded to date, the Port is hosting the first
Airport Community Ecology Symposium on February 1 from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Highline College. Topics include equitable access to healthy food through community
gardens, urban forest management and restoration, and environmental education for
multicultural audiences.

Register

Nominate your organization for an Environmental Excellence Award

Is your organization a leader in environmental stewardship and sustainability that operates
at SEA or Port facilities? The Port is accepting nominations through Feb. 14, 2020 by 5
p.m. for the Environmental Excellence Awards for Maritime and airport businesses and
organizations.

These awards showcase outstanding environmental accomplishments by maritime and
airport customers, tenants, non-profits, and business partners. Businesses and
organizations of all sizes, including small, minority-owned, women-owned, or
disadvantaged businesses are encouraged to apply.

Questions?

Maritime Businesses Contact: Jane Dewell, (206) 787-4668 or Mike Desota, (206) 787-
3344

SEA Airport Businesses Contact: Jeremy Webb, (206) 787-5395

Apply now

Port, regional, and state leaders voice support for clean fuels

https://www.portseattle.org/events/ace-symposium
https://www.portseattle.org/programs/environmental-excellence-awards-program
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Regional business and elected leaders are calling on the Washington State Legislature to
pass a Clean Fuel Standard in its 2020 legislative session. Governor Jay Inslee and State
Representative Joe Fitzgibbon joined Port of Seattle Commissioners Fred Felleman and
Ryan Calkins to announce their support for the standard, which would create an incentive
for airlines to promote the use of sustainable aviation fuels. Alaska, the Port, and the State
of Washington have partnered to lead the national conversation around Sustainable
Aviation Fuels since 2010.

The legislation, House Bill 1110, will require fuel providers to reduce the carbon pollution
from transportation fuels over time. A Clean Fuel Standard has had strong support in 2019
among a diverse group including public health groups, local elected officials, automobile
manufacturers, environmental justice groups, clean energy businesses, and science and
medical professionals.

Learn more

Maritime
Maritime Blue Innovation Accelerator cohort celebrates launch at Port
headquarters

A lively group of maritime professionals, community stakeholders, and project leaders
filled the atrium of the Port of Seattle’s Pier 69 headquarters for a first-time glimpse at the
cohort of new ideas selected by a partnership between the Port of Seattle, Maritime Blue,
and WeWork Labs. Governor Jay Inslee, Port of Seattle Commission Vice President Fred
Felleman, and Elizabeth Scallon of WeWork Labs gave remarks.

The 11 selected startups for the Maritime Blue Innovation Accelerator, will work out of
WeWork Labs' Seattle location, and benefit from intensive programming and mentorship
opportunities over an accelerated 4-month period. Innovation across Washington’s
maritime sector is critical for a thriving economy and in the fight to protect our planet and
ocean life. These challenges loom large and demand more intentional efforts to ensure
solutions are sought by a broader cross-section of companies and individuals, utilizing
innovative approaches, such as a maritime accelerator.

https://www.portseattle.org/news/support-clean-fuels-continues-grow
https://www.portseattle.org/news/partnership-announces-cohort-washingtons-first-maritime-accelerator-launching-january-2020
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Learn more

Supporting Small Business
A labor of love at a family-owned airport business

When Marques Warren visits SEA, it feels a little like going home. Warren was 12 when
his father opened his first store at SEA, a news and gift shop on the B Concourse called
Northwest Encounter. The shop was truly a family business and Warren grew up spending
weekends in the back of the shop stocking shelves. In 2004, the family business, called
Warren’s News & Gift, (WNG) began its partnership with Hudson Group, one of the largest
and most recognizable travel retailers in North America.

The Port of Seattle has long been a supporter of small business growth and workforce
development, and has made contracting with small firms, including disadvantaged,
minority and women-owned businesses a priority.

Learn more

Port Commission Actions
The Port is committed to a future of expanded opportunity. Waterfront and airport
investments commit to today’s residents and the next generations that this Port will
continue expanding economic opportunity, social inclusion, and environmental and
community health.

Port priorities featured in state legislative session agenda

http://maritimeblue.org/blue-accelerator/
https://www.portseattle.org/blog/labor-love-family-owned-airport-business
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The Washington State Legislature kicked off its 2020 State Legislative Session this month,
which will run for the next 60 days. Throughout the 2020 session, the Port will align its
advocacy work with its overriding values of economic development, environmental
stewardship, and equity. 

Legislative agenda items that are Port priorities for 2020 include supporting enacting a
statewide Clean Fuel Standard, building flexibility in distributing environmental funds,
working to advance trade and economic growth, and participating in advocacy days,

Learn more

Port Commission kicks off 2020 with new Commissioner, officers

Two Port of Seattle Commissioners were sworn in at the first Commission meeting of
2020. Newly elected Commissioner Sam Cho was sworn in by his mother. Re-elected
Commissioner Fred Felleman was sworn in by Suquamish Tribal Chairman, Leonard
Forsman. Peter Steinbrueck will serve as Commission President for 2020. Commissioner
Felleman will serve as Commission Vice-President, with Commissioner Cho serving as
Commission Secretary.

Ongoing projects and priorities for the year include improving the experience for the
traveling public at SEA; increasing the environmental sustainability and resiliency of our
operations, facilities, and Port-related industries; and expanding equity, diversity and
inclusion at the Port and our related industries, and in our communities.

Learn more

January 28
The Port Commission will hear an annual progress report on Port-wide Human Trafficking
Strategy implementation and consider authorization of removal of current and future flight
path obstructions from non-port properties and associated replanting of replacement trees.

Commissioners will also receive briefings on International Arrival Facility progress and the
Sustainable Airport Master Plan Near-Term Projects Environmental Review.

Full agenda

January 7

https://www.portseattle.org/blog/environment-trade-and-maritime-featured-state-legislative-session-agenda
https://www.portseattle.org/news/steinbrueck-elected-port-commission-president
http://meetings.portseattle.org/index.php?option=com_meetings&view=meeting&Itemid=358&id=1888&active=attachments
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January 7
The Port of Seattle Commission adopted the charter of a Port Commission Biometrics
Special Committee to review the proposals of the Biometrics Working Group and Advisory
Group and develop new policies or update existing policies.

The Commission also approved an interlocal agreement with the Washington Department
of Transportation for $30 million of funds for the construction of the Puget Sound Gateway
Program. Commissioners also heard a briefing on the Federal Legislative Agenda for
2020 and approved a motion to elect commission officers for 2020.

View video

In the Media
My ‘daycation’ at SEA: Everything you need to know about airport gate
pass programs
The Points Guy shared that the popularity of visitor-pass programs is a sure sign that
airports have a destination appeal all their own.

Commissioner Sam Cho on the importance of embracing and continuing
to celebrate diversity
NW Asian weekly shared an edited version of remarks made by Seattle Port
Commissioner Sam Cho as he was sworn into office.

Washington State plans second major Puget Sound airport to ease
gridlock
ENR reported that a meeting by the state’s Commercial Aviation Coordination
Commission kicks off 2020 with a concerted effort to narrow down possible sites for a
second airport, with a plan to have it built and operating by 2040.

Alaska cruises expected to bring 200,000 more visitors to Seattle this
year
Puget Sound Business Journal reported that bigger vessels and instability in the Middle
East will help bring 200,000 more cruise ship visitors to Seattle this year for Alaska
journeys.

In Case you Missed it on Social Media
SEA our new brand in this Instagram reveal. 

United Airlines debuts its Star Wars-themed plane in this Twitter post.

We’re celebrating Fishermen’s Terminal’s 106th birthday in this Facebook post.

Interested in More Industry News?
The Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA) is a marine cargo operating partnership of the
Port of Seattle and Port of Tacoma. Sign up to receive the NWSA newsletter or subscribe
to the Port of Tacoma newsletter.

Photos by Port staff.

Stay tuned for our next issue of Connections February 7.

https://meetings.portseattle.org/index.php?option=com_meetings&view=meeting&Itemid=358&id=1886&active=play
https://thepointsguy.com/guide/seattle-tacoma-airport-gate-pass-program/
https://nwasianweekly.com/2020/01/commentary-sam-cho-on-the-importance-of-embracing-and-continuing-to-celebrate-diversity/
https://www.enr.com/blogs/15-evergreen/post/48424-washington-planning-creation-of-second-major-airport
https://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2020/01/17/windstar-cruises-expected-increase-seattle-tourism.html
https://www.instagram.com/seatacairport/
https://twitter.com/SeaTacAirport/status/1212871802659061760
https://www.facebook.com/portseattle/posts/10156927678111463?__tn__=-R
https://www.nwseaportalliance.com/#/maps/overview
https://www.nwseaportalliance.com/subscribe
https://www.portoftacoma.com/subscribe/WAPT_96/Port%20news
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Seattle-Tacoma International Airport 
 
Overnight operation moves massive aerial walkway 
IAF bridge lift 
 
Last night Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (SEA) completed a major milestone in the construction of its 
International Arrivals Facility (IAF), moving into place the longest aerial walkway of its kind in the world. 
When complete, the elevated pedestrian walkway will rise 85 feet over an active taxi lane with planes 
travelling underneath. 
 
The overnight move brought the 320-foot-long center span walkway from Cargo 2 down the closed center runway to 
the bridges final destination between the South Satellite and new facility. Later today, four span jacks will 
lift the center span into place. 
 
This new facility, opening in 2020, creates a modern welcome to the world and improves the customer experience 
for international arrivals. 
 
Learn more [ https://www.portseattle.org/blog/five-fast-facts-about-iaf-pedestrian-walkway ] 
 
A new era for Seattle-Tacoma International Airport 
SEA brand 
 
SEA launched a monumental year and decade today by ushering in a new era of customer-centered travel. The 
airport unveiled a new SEA airport brand identity and a suite of improvements that reflect the spirit of our 
Pacific Northwest home. The traveling public will begin seeing new brightly colored signage, uniforms and 
digital tools (www.flySEA.org [ http://www.flysea.org/ ]) today as the first examples of the airports 
commitment to elevating the travel experience. 
 
Travelers can also look forward to new community-focused experiences and customer services including the 
expansion ofSEA Visitor Pass, [ https://www.portseattle.org/news/its-back-sea-visitor-pass-returns-airport-
allowing-post-security-visits ]a free program that allows approved, non-ticketed visitors to go post-security 
to spend more time with friends and family. The program has doubled to allow 200 non-ticketed visitors per day. 
 

https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/2243372/[[ONECLICK_UNSUB_URL]]
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WASEATTLEPORT/subscriber/edit?preferences=true#tab1
https://www.facebook.com/portseattle/?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/PortofSeattle
https://www.youtube.com/user/PortofSeattle
https://subscriberhelp.granicus.com/
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Learn more [ https://www.portseattle.org/news/sea-airport-kicks-major-customer-focused-initiatives-and-
amenities ] 
 
Healthy Habitats and Communities 
 
Port awards environmental grants to five near-airport community groups 
ACE fund 
 
Communities in Burien, Des Moines, and SeaTac will soon enjoy new and expanded environmental projects 
benefiting high school students, parks, and gardens. The Port of Seattle awarded its fifth round of grants 
provided by the Airport Community Ecology (ACE) Fund [ https://www.portseattle.org/page/airport-community-
ecology-ace-fund ]. Five organizations will receive a total of $45,000 in funds [ 
https://www.portseattle.org/news/port-seattle-awards-45000-environmental-grants-five-community-groups ]. 
 
The ACE Fund offers grants to organizations to improve the natural environment through projects and programs 
that improve livability in near-airport communities. In the three years since the Commission authorized the 
program, the Port has funded 33 unique projects for a total of just under $285,000. 
 
To celebrate the success of all the ACE projects funded to date, the Port is hosting the first Airport 
Community Ecology Symposium on February 1 from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Highline College. Topics include 
equitable access to healthy food through community gardens, urban forest management and restoration, and 
environmental education for multicultural audiences. 
 
Register [ https://www.portseattle.org/events/ace-symposium ] 
 
Nominate your organization for an Environmental Excellence Award 
Environmental Excellence 
 
Is your organization a leader in environmental stewardship and sustainability that operates at SEA or Port 
facilities? The Port is accepting nominations through Feb. 14, 2020 by 5 p.m. for the Environmental Excellence 
Awards for Maritime and airport businesses and organizations. 
 
These awards showcase outstanding environmental accomplishments by maritime and airport customers, tenants, 
non-profits, and business partners. Businesses and organizations of all sizes, including small, minority-owned, 
women-owned, or disadvantaged businesses are encouraged to apply. 
 
*Questions?* 
 
*Maritime Businesses Contact*: Jane Dewell, (206) 787-4668 or Mike Desota, (206) 787-3344 
 
*SEA Airport Businesses Contact:* Jeremy Webb, (206) 787-5395 
 
Apply now [ https://www.portseattle.org/programs/environmental-excellence-awards-program ] 
 
Port, regional, and state leaders voice support for clean fuels 
Clean fuel standard 
 
Regional business and elected leaders are calling on the Washington State Legislature to pass a Clean Fuel 
Standard in its 2020 legislative session. Governor Jay Inslee and State Representative Joe Fitzgibbon joined 
Port of Seattle Commissioners Fred Felleman and Ryan Calkins to announce their support for the standard, which 
would create an incentive for airlines to promote the use of sustainable aviation fuels. Alaska, the Port, and 
the State of Washington have partnered to lead the national conversation around Sustainable Aviation Fuels 
since 2010. 
 
The legislation, House Bill 1110, will require fuel providers to reduce the carbon pollution from 
transportation fuels over time. A Clean Fuel Standard has had strong support in 2019 among a diverse group 
including public health groups, local elected officials, automobile manufacturers, environmental justice 
groups, clean energy businesses, and science and medical professionals. 
 
Learn more [ https://www.portseattle.org/news/support-clean-fuels-continues-grow ] 
 
Maritime 
 
Maritime Blue Innovation Accelerator cohort celebrates launch at Port headquarters 
Maritime Accelerator cohort 
 
A lively group of maritime professionals, community stakeholders, and project leaders filled the atrium of the 
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Port of Seattles Pier 69 headquarters for a first-time glimpse at the cohort of new ideas selected by a 
partnership between the Port of Seattle, Maritime Blue, and WeWork Labs. Governor Jay Inslee, Port of Seattle 
Commission Vice President Fred Felleman, and Elizabeth Scallon of WeWork Labs gave remarks. 
 
The 11 selected startups for the Maritime Blue Innovation Accelerator, [ 
https://www.portseattle.org/news/partnership-announces-cohort-washingtons-first-maritime-accelerator-launching-
january-2020 ]will work out of WeWork Labs' Seattle location, and benefit from intensive programming and 
mentorship opportunities over an accelerated 4-month period. Innovation across Washingtons maritime sector is 
critical for a thriving economy and in the fight to protect our planet and ocean life. These challenges loom 
large and demand more intentional efforts to ensure solutions are sought by a broader cross-section of 
companies and individuals, utilizing innovative approaches, such as a maritime accelerator. 
 
Learn more [ http://maritimeblue.org/blue-accelerator/ ] 
 
Supporting Small Business 
 
A labor of love at a family-owned airport business 
marques warren 
 
When Marques Warren visits SEA, it feels a little like going home. Warren was 12 when his father opened his 
first store at SEA, a news and gift shop on the B Concourse called Northwest Encounter. The shop was truly a 
family business and Warren grew up spending weekends in the back of the shop stocking shelves. In 2004, the 
family business, called Warrens News & Gift, (WNG) began its partnership with Hudson Group, one of the largest 
and most recognizable travel retailers in North America. 
 
The Port of Seattle has long been a supporter of small business growth and workforce development, and has made 
contracting with small firms, including disadvantaged, minority and women-owned businesses a priority. 
 
Learn more [ https://www.portseattle.org/blog/labor-love-family-owned-airport-business ] 
 
Port Commission Actions 
 
The Port is committed to a future of expanded opportunity. Waterfront and airport investments commit to todays 
residents and the next generations that this Port will continue expanding economic opportunity, social 
inclusion, and environmental and community health. 
 
Port priorities featured in state legislative session agenda 
Legislative update 
 
The Washington State Legislature kicked off its 2020 State Legislative Session this month, which will run for 
the next 60 days. Throughout the 2020 session, the Port will align its advocacy work with its overriding values 
of economic development, environmental stewardship, and equity. 
 
Legislative agenda items that are Port priorities for 2020 include supporting enacting a statewide Clean Fuel 
Standard, building flexibility in distributing environmental funds, working to advance trade and economic 
growth, and participating in advocacy days, 
 
Learn more [ https://www.portseattle.org/blog/environment-trade-and-maritime-featured-state-legislative-
session-agenda ] 
 
Port Commission kicks off 2020 with new Commissioner, officers 
commissioners 
 
Two Port of Seattle Commissioners were sworn in at the first Commission meeting of 2020. Newly elected 
Commissioner Sam Cho was sworn in by his mother. Re-elected Commissioner Fred Felleman was sworn in by 
Suquamish Tribal Chairman, Leonard Forsman. Peter Steinbrueck will serve as Commission President for 2020. 
Commissioner Felleman will serve as Commission Vice-President, with Commissioner Cho serving as Commission 
Secretary. 
 
Ongoing projects and priorities for the year include improving the experience for the traveling public at SEA; 
increasing the environmental sustainability and resiliency of our operations, facilities, and Port-related 
industries; and expanding equity, diversity and inclusion at the Port and our related industries, and in our 
communities. 
 
Learn more [ https://www.portseattle.org/news/steinbrueck-elected-port-commission-president ] 
 
January 28 
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The Port Commission will hear an annual progress report on Port-wide Human Trafficking Strategy implementation 
and consider authorization of removal of current and future flight path obstructions from non-port properties 
and associated replanting of replacement trees. 
 
Commissioners will also receive briefings on International Arrival Facility progress and the Sustainable 
Airport Master Plan Near-Term Projects Environmental Review. 
 
Full agenda [ http://meetings.portseattle.org/index.php?
option=com_meetings&view=meeting&Itemid=358&id=1888&active=attachments ] 
 
January 7 
 
The Port of Seattle Commission adopted the charter of a Port Commission Biometrics Special Committee to review 
the proposals of the Biometrics Working Group and Advisory Group and develop new policies or update existing 
policies. 
 
The Commission also approved an interlocal agreement with the Washington Department of Transportation for $30 
million of funds for the construction of the Puget Sound Gateway Program. Commissioners also heard a briefing 
on the Federal Legislative Agenda for 2020 and approved a motion to elect commission officers for 2020. 
 
View video [ https://meetings.portseattle.org/index.php?
option=com_meetings&view=meeting&Itemid=358&id=1886&active=play ] 
 
In the Media 
 
My daycation at SEA: Everything you need to know about airport gate pass programs 
 
The Points Guy shared that the popularity of visitor-pass programs [ https://thepointsguy.com/guide/seattle-
tacoma-airport-gate-pass-program/ ] is a sure sign that airports have a destination appeal all their own. 
 
Commissioner Sam Cho on the importance of embracing and continuing to celebrate diversity 
 
NW Asian weekly shared an edited version of remarks made by Seattle Port Commissioner Sam Cho [ 
https://nwasianweekly.com/2020/01/commentary-sam-cho-on-the-importance-of-embracing-and-continuing-to-
celebrate-diversity/ ] as he was sworn into office. 
 
Washington State plans second major Puget Sound airport to ease gridlock 
 
ENR reported that a meeting by the states Commercial Aviation Coordination Commission  [ 
https://www.enr.com/blogs/15-evergreen/post/48424-washington-planning-creation-of-second-major-airport ]kicks 
off 2020 with a concerted effort to narrow down possible sites for a second airport, with a plan to have it 
built and operating by 2040. 
 
Alaska cruises expected to bring 200,000 more visitors to Seattle this year 
 
Puget Sound Business Journal reported that bigger vessels and instability [ 
https://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2020/01/17/windstar-cruises-expected-increase-seattle-tourism.html ] 
in the Middle East will help bring 200,000 more cruise ship visitors to Seattle this year for Alaska journeys. 
 
In Case you Missed it on Social Media 
 
SEA our new brand in this Instagram reveal. [ https://www.instagram.com/seatacairport/ ] 
 
United Airlines debuts its Star Wars-themed plane [ 
https://twitter.com/SeaTacAirport/status/1212871802659061760 ] in this Twitter post. 
 
Were celebrating Fishermens Terminals [ https://www.facebook.com/portseattle/posts/10156927678111463?__tn__=-R 
] 106th birthday in this Facebook post. 
 
Interested in More Industry News? 
 
The Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA [ https://www.nwseaportalliance.com/#/maps/overview ]) is a marine cargo 
operating partnership of the Port of Seattle and Port of Tacoma. Sign up to receive the NWSA newsletter [ 
https://www.nwseaportalliance.com/subscribe ]or subscribe to the Port of Tacoma [ 
https://www.portoftacoma.com/subscribe/WAPT_96/Port%20news ] newsletter. 
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"Photos by Port staff." 
 
Stay tuned for our next issue of Connections February 7. 
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