
 

 StART enhances cooperation between the Port of Seattle and the neighboring communities of Seattle-Tacoma International Airport 

Aviation Noise Working Group 
MEETING SUMMARY 

DECEMBER 4,  2023; 5:00  PM –  6:30  PM 
VIA ZOOM V IDEOCONFERENCE  

Meeting Objectives: 

 
Overview of the FAA’s noise portal, the purpose of aircraft go-arounds and recent go-around trends at 
SEA and the benefits associated with one-engine taxiing.  

 

Meeting Summary: 

I. Facilitator Welcome, Introduction, and meeting agenda, Andrés Mantilla, BDS Planning & Urban 
Design 

 
II. Introduction of New Noise Programs Senior Manager: Ryan McMullan, Sarah Cox, Aviation 

Environmental Services Director, Port of Seattle 

o This will be Ryan’s first official StART meeting since his hiring as SEA’s Noise Programs 

Senior Manager.  Ryan previously managed Long Beach Airport’s Noise Programs Office.   

o Sarah thanked Tom Fagerstrom who has filled the role since Stan Shepherd’s retirement.  

o Ryan praised the StART model and noted that other airports envy the dialogue that exists 

between SEA and the community. He’s looking forward to our open discussion on noise 

issues. 

 

III. Part 150 Noise Study Update, Tom Fagerstrom, Noise Programs Manager, POS & Marco 

Milanese, Community Engagement Manager, POS 

o Tom provided a tentative schedule for the Part 150 Noise and Land Use Study process and 

urged members to tune in to next week’s StART meeting where the Part 150 consultants 

(ESA) will provide greater detail.  

o The first Part 150 Noise Study at SEA was in 1985; this is the fourth study update at SEA 

and will result in an updated noise remedy boundary based on the FAA-required 65 DNL 

noise metric.  

o Marco let the group know that beginning in 2024, they’ll also take on the responsibilities of 

the Part 150 Noise Study’s Technical Review Committee.  A good portion of the agenda 

time at many working group meetings in 2024 will be dedicated to the Part 150 Noise Study. 

o There will be many public engagement opportunities throughout the process.   

 

IV. FAA VolansUSA Flight Procedures Demonstration, Cindy Gibbs, Manager, BridgeNet Intl., Mark 

Karmelich, President, BridgeNet Intl., Mick McKee, Consultant, BridgeNet Intl. 

o Justin Biassou, FAA Community Engagement Officer, introduced the presentation. The 

FAA’s is providing this online tool so that the public can see and understand the day-to-day 

operations of airports. 

o VolansUSA is the new online tool available to the public to help them comprehend the flight 

patterns that exist near where they live and generally how they are flown and why.   
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o A link to the tool: https://volansusa.com/   

o Cindy Gibbs, Mark Karmelich and Mike McKee provided a demonstration of the product and 

how the public can access it online. 

o It is intended to be an educational tool for the public. 

o It depicts simulated flight traffic based on both FAA published flight procedures and standard 

air traffic control “vectoring.” Although it does not show specific historical tracks, the 

established patterns were created based on analysis of thousands of real tracks. 

o Users can enter their address to visually measure distance to the simulated flight tracks. 

o Feedback is encouraged via the “Submit Suggestion” button on the lower-left corner of the 

map.  

 

V. Aviation Near-term Noise Action Agenda, Tom Fagerstrom, POS and Paris Edwards, Noise 

Programs Coordinator, POS 

o SEA is averaging 1.6 landings per late-night on the third runway so far this year. 

o Construction work on other runways this summer led to an uptick in late night third runway 

landings but from this fall until today, the percentage continues to drop.   

o For the third quarter, China Airlines Cargo (29) had the most late-night noise exceedances 

with Korean Air Cargo and Asiana Airlines Cargo in second and third.  FedEx, thanks to 

incorporating quieter aircraft into its fleet, continues to have their least exceedances since 

the Port begin tracking late night noise.   

o In the third quarter, SEA experienced the lowest percentage (3%) of late-night operations 

exceeding noise thresholds since the Late Night Noise Limitation Program’s inception. 

o Paris covered the September and October noise comment/complaint reports.  When 

comparing this October with October 2022, this October’s total number of noise complaints 

has dropped (a 48% reduction).  However, the Noise Office is starting to see the trend 

reverse itself and the numbers begin to grow late in the year.   

o Members requested a breakdown of how complaints are received for the next meeting. The 

third-party app is how most comments at SEA are received. 

 

VI. Aircraft Go-arounds 101, Oscar Vela, Captain, Alaska Airlines 

o Tom Fagerstrom introduced Oscar. Oscar provided an explanation for why this routine 

safety operation is conducted.   

o Oscar Vela explained that a go-around is a decision either made by the pilot or the tower to 

make another runway approach rather than the originally planned approach. It does not 

occur often and is generally caused by traffic density. The air traffic controllers are always 

balancing the approaches to be as efficient as possible but occasionally, out of an 

abundance of caution, a plane will be directed to do a go-around.  In addition to go-arounds 

due to traffic density, low weather can also play a role in an aircrew’s decision to-around 

without the aid of the tower.   

 

VII. Aircraft Go-arounds: Recent Trends, Tom Fagerstrom, POS 

o Airport Go-arounds: 

• An arriving aircraft that is on final approach to the runway.  

• Decision is made by either the pilot in command or the FAA controller to discontinue the 

approach.  

• Aircraft is given instructions by FAA controller to climb, turn, etc. 

• Aircraft is returned safely into the approach pattern for landing. 
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• Not unique to SEA; safe and controlled procedure. 

o Tom described the recent trend of a higher number of go-arounds at SEA (averaging 2.3 per 

day) than was typically experienced in the past. 

o The Noise Office has begun to hear more from residents about go-arounds.   

o Alaska Pilot and StART member Bryan Tomich contributed a great deal to this conversation; 

providing context and examples of when go-arounds are needed and how pilots approach 

their use.  

 

VIII. One-Engine Taxiing, Vince Mestre, Noise Consultant and Marco Milanese, POS 

o One-engine taxiing was discussed in detail by Alaska Airlines earlier this year at a working 

group meeting.   

o It was identified as offering a noise benefit, though modest, when used.   

o Its most significant impact is in reducing fuel burn and emissions.   

o Bryan Tomich described that pilots must wait for an electrical connection at the jetway 

before turning engines off. If jetways could provide electrical connections sooner, pilots 

could turn off engines earlier and save more fuel. 

o Marco described that while the noise benefit is modest, SEA does want to promote one-

engine taxiing efforts. The group approved the idea of the airport drafting language. 

o Port staff will work with the air carriers and with the FAA to develop some airport language 

promoting its voluntary use – similar to language developed by StART minimizing the use of 

reverse thrust and encouraging the use of continuous taxi to takeoffs.  The Port will begin 

discussions with Alaska, Delta and the FAA.   

 

IX. Sound Insulation Status Report, Paris Edwards, POS 

o Single family homes: five complete and two more in process this year. 

Paris listed specific apartment and condominium complexes that are either in the program or 

have been completed. Two condominium complexes chose not to participate. Reasons for 

not participating vary. 

X. Wrap Up 
o Next meeting February 12, 2024 

 
ME MB E R  I NTE RE S T  RE P RES E NTE D  PRE S E NT  

ADO L FO  BA IL O N BURI E N -  C I TY  -  

AMY  ARRI NG TO N  NO RMA NDY  PA RK  –  C I TY  ✓  

B I L L  VA DI NO  FE DE RA L  WA Y  –  C I TY   ✓  

BO B  LE O NA RD  DE S  MO I NES  –  CO MMUNI TY  REP RE S E NTA T IV E  -  

BRY A N TO MI CH  NO RMA NDY  PA RK  –  CO MMUNI TY  

RE P RE S E NTA TI V E  
✓  

GA RMO N NE W S O M I I  BURI E N  –  C I TY  ✓  

CA RL  CO LE  SE ATA C –  C I TY   -  

DA V E  BE RG E R FE DE RA L  WA Y  –  CO MMUNI TY  RE P RE S E NTA TI V E  ✓  

DE NI S E  LA THRO P  DE S  MO I NES  -  C I TY  ✓  

JE FF  HA RB A UG H BURI E N –  CO MMUNI TY  RE P RE S E NTA TI V E  ✓  

JE NNI FE R MA RTI N  A I R  CA RG O  RE P RE S E NTA T IV E  ✓  

LA NCE  LY TTL E  PO RT O F  SE A TTLE  -  

M I CHA E L  MA TTHIA S  DE S  MO I NES  –  C I TY   -  

PE TE R PHI L LI P S  DE S  MO I NES  –  CO MMUNI TY  REP RE S E NTA T IV E  -  
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RO B E RT AK HTA R SE ATA C –  CO MMUNI TY  REP RE S E NTA T IV E   ✓  

SCO TT ING HA M  DE L TA  A I R  L I NE S  -  

SCO TT KE NNE DY  AL A S KA  A I RL I NE S  -  

LY NA E  CRA I G  AL A S KA  A I RL I NE S  -  

ZA CH SCHI E L DS  SE ATA C –  C I TY  ✓  

PRE S E NTE RS    

C I NDY  G I B BS  
 

BRI DG ENE T ✓  

MA RK  KA NEL I CH  BRI DG ENE T ✓  

M I K E  MCKEE  BRI DG ENE T ✓  

OS CA R VE L A  AL A S KA  A I RL I NE S  ✓  

RE S O URCE S    

MA RCO  M I L A NES E  PO RT O F  SE A TTLE  ✓  

SA RA H CO X  PO RT O F  SE A TTLE  ✓  

STE V E  V I TTNE R PO RT O F  SE A TTLE  ✓  

DA V E  KA P LA N  PO RT O F  SE A TTLE  ✓  

PA RI S  EDWA RDS  PO RT O F  SE A TTLE  ✓  

CL A RE  GAL LA G HE R PO RT O F  SE A TTLE  ✓  

TO M FA G E RS TRO M PO RT O F  SE A TTLE  ✓  

RY A N MCMUL L A N PO RT O F  SE A TTLE  ✓  

JUS TI N  B I A S SO U  FAA ✓  

CO NS UL TA NT S    

ANDRE S  MA NTI L LA  BDS  PL A NNI NG  &  URBA N DE S IG N  ✓  

CHE RY L  SWA B  BDS  PL A NNI NG  &  URBA N DE S IG N  ✓  

V I NCE  ME S TRE  CO NS UL TA NT  ✓  

 

NEXT  MEET ING :  FE BRUAR Y 12,  2024-  5:00  PM -  7:00  PM  
LO C A T I O N :  ZO O M  V I D E O C O N F E R E N C E  
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