
REPORTING A HUMAN TRAFFICKING TIP
The Blue Lightning Initiative (BLI) trains aviation personnel to identify potential human  

traffickers and victims, and to report their suspicions to federal law enforcement.

THIS IS WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A BLI PARTNER REPORTS A TIP OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING,  
FOLLOWING THE BLI PROTOCOL. 

Aviation employee recognizes indicator(s) of human trafficking. 

Aviation employee follows airline reporting protocol and their  
tip is referred to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 
Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) Tip Line.

HSI Tip Line sends the tip to its regional field 
office closest to where the tip was reported 
or where the airplane is destined, as well 
as the U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s 
National Targeting Center (NTC).

HSI field office evaluates 
available resources for a 
timely in-person response.

NTC cross-references 
information in the tip with 
traveler data to aid in a 
potential investigation.

Are federal resources available to 
respond immediately? 

yes
Federal law enforcement will 
respond on-site and interview or 
surveil suspected trafficker(s)  
and/or victim(s).

no Federal law enforcement may ask 
state or local law enforcement to 
respond on-site. In some cases, an on-site 

response is not possible.

Law enforcement assesses ALL tips for 
the probability that human trafficking is 
present.

Is human trafficking or other 
criminal activity likely occurring? 

yesLaw enforcement opens an  
investigation.

no Law enforcement closes out the case and 
logs a report in a government system.

Do not confront or engage a suspected trafficker.
In the event of an emergency, call 911 or local authorities. 
Report human trafficking 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by calling the HSI Tip Line:
1-866-347-2423 (U.S./Canada)
+1 802-872-6199 (International)
For more information about human trafficking, visit dhs.gov/bluecampaign.

*Due to privacy concerns, BLI Partners will not be notified on the status of their tip

*The United States Department of Homeland Security 
and the United States Department of Transportation 
are Federal agencies of the United States Government 
and are separate and distinct entities from this airport.
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