


Agenda

▪ Welcome & Introductions 

 Emily Ho, Community Engagement and Training Program Manager

▪ Port of Seattle – DBE Program Overview 

  Lisa Phair, Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Manager

        Christina Burdett, Shaun Gough, Heather Bornhorst

▪ Sound Transit – DBE Program Overview

 Alex Stapnes, Economic Development Specialist

▪ Washington State Department of Transportation – DBE Program Overview

 Nina Jones, Assistant Director Business Diversity and Inclusion

       

▪ Office of Minority and Women Business Enterprises

 Wilbert Pina, Certification Supervisor & Nicky Budnuchit, Linked Deposit Manager

▪ Networking 



Diversity in Contracting



Diversity in Contracting Programs

Women and Minority Business Enterprise (WMBE) Program – Non-Federal
• Set aspirational WMBE goals

• Inclusion Plans

• Conduct affirmative efforts

• Monitor goal attainment

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Program - Federal
• Set overall three-year goal

• Increase DBE participation on FAA-funded Port projects

• Informational sessions and technical assistance

Community Engagement and Training
• PortGen Events

• Advanced PorGen Workshops 

• Business Accelerator Cohort Program



Diversity in Contracting Purpose

Advance equity and address contracting disparities by increasing the utilization of 

Women Minority Business Enterprises and other disadvantaged firms

 Five-year Policy Benchmarks:

q Increase to 15% the amount of spend on WMBE contracts within 5 

years (Baseline was 5.3%)

q Triple the number of WMBE firms doing business with the Port

(Baseline was 118; Goal is 354)



DBE Program

What is the Program?

• Federal program applicable to projects with federal funding

• Purpose: Ensure DBEs have equal opportunity to compete for contracts, 

subcontracts, and agreements in the award and administration of contracts.

• Other agencies with DBE programs

• WSDOT

• Sound Transit

What is a DBE?

• For-profit small business (<$30.72M)

• At least 51% owned by socially and economically disadvantaged 

individual(s) (personal net worth <$2.047M)

Who provides certification?
• Contact the Office of Minority and Women Business Enterprises (OMWBE) to get 

certified



How to do Business

Register in Vendor Connect:

The Port's Procurement & Contracts information database. VendorConnect allows firms 

interested in doing business with us to access a one-stop resource portal for our contracting 

opportunities.  External users have the ability to:

• Reach Port buyers and Procurement Specialist

• Receive emails about Port events and business opportunities

• View the contracting event calendar

• Market their business to Port staff and external businesses, including primes seeking 

subcontractors to partner with on upcoming contracts.

Visit us at https://www.portseattle.org/business/bid-opportunities
Visit us at https://www.portseattle.org/business/bid-opportunities



ResourcesVendor Connect



Small Works Roster

What you need to register:

1. Valid email address

2. Federal Tax ID # or EIN #

3. UBI #

4. NAICS code

Then, select the Small Works Roster in 

order to be notified of future 

construction bid opportunities in the 

NAICS codes you registered under.

The Port will activate your account 

within one to two business days.



ResourcesPCS – Small Works Construction

• Contractor expertise is essential to our projects

• On-call / unit price contracts: $350,000

• Register on Vendor Connect for future solicitations

Typical Contracts Used

ASBESTOS ABATEMENT

ELECTRICAL ($300K + $1M)

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

MECHANICAL (HVAC/PLUMBING)

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

FIRE PROTECTION

ASPHALT PAVING & ROAD 

STRIPING

CRANE SERVICES

DOCK & PILING

FLOOR COVERINGS

FENCE ERECTION

*SPECIALTY WORK*



Diversity In Contracting Org Chart

Kelvin Dankwa, Program Specialist



Upcoming Trainings and Events
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Project Name
Contract 

Type

Cost 

Estimate
WMBE Goal

Advertise 

Date
Presenter

Parking Garage Low 

Voltage
Construction

$6.5-

7.5M
TBD Sept 2024

Christina 

Burdett

Food Incubator Kiosks Construction
$2.5M -

$3.5M
15% Nov 2024

Shaun 

Gough

Upper Drive Traffic 

Attenuator
Construction

$300k to 

$600k
TBD Nov 2024

Heather 

Bornhorst

Today’s Presentations
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Parking Lot Low 
Voltage

Christina Burdett

Capital Project Manager

AV Project Management Group

burdett.c@portseattle.org



Project Overview
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Project Objective

Update Electrical Infrastructure, Improve Safety and reduce the risk of failures and 

outages at STIA

Project Overview

Renew and/or replace existing normal and emergency low voltage (480/277V and 

208/120V) electrical distribution equipment within the parking garage at STIA

Estimated Cost Range: $6.5 - 7.5M

Anticipated WMBE/DBE Percentage: TBD (was 15% for design)
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Project Purpose
➢Renew & replace electrical equipment throughout the STIA parking garage

➢Equipment in the Parking Garage have several common issues:​

➢This project will update Electrical infrastructure, improve safety, and reduce 

the risk of failures and outages at STIA

• Beyond service life (40+ years 

in many cases)

• Poor condition

• Obsolescence / no spare 

parts available

• Code compliance

• Arc Flash warning labeling

• Lack of available spare 

circuit breakers

• Lack of available 

space in existing electrical rooms

• Panels with no 

individual disconnecting 

means (daisy-chaining)

• working clearance



Project Scope
• Replace electrical panels in STIA parking garage that are both beyond their end-

of–use and no longer meet current National electrical code (NEC) requirements
Approx. 80 electrical panels:

•New panels to be installed in the existing panel's locations if the existing does not meet code

•New metering will be provided in all replaced panelboards, along with connection to the STIA 

metering network

• Electrical Rooms:

•Doors to be replaced by new doors with panic hardware

•Some doorways enlarged to meet code requirements, requires sawcutting existing concrete 

panels

• Upgrade fire protection & HVAC systems as necessary to support electrical equipment

•New Exhaust fans installed in electrical rooms that have heating concerns

•New Air handling unit installed for a power center room

•FSDS and Fire caulking of wall penetrations installed in power center room, electrical rooms

•Some abatement required - asbestos-containing sealant discovered around doors

•Other project elements include Circuit tracing and Shared neutrals investigation

16



Location – STIA Parking Garage



Current State Picture

Parking Garage "Doghouses" 

house electrical equipment, 

note dropped access

Conduit shaft for 

between floor access, 

needs to be capped

Additional electrical 

equipment located externally



Components of Interest (Trades)

• Electricians

• Communications

• HVAC (some HVAC work on project)

• Abatement



Schedule

Milestone Estimated Date

Commission Authorization Sept 10, 2024

Advertisement Released Sept 30, 2024

Construction Begins January, 2024

Substantial Completion February, 2027

Physical Completion April, 2027
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Food Incubator Kiosks

Shaun Gough

Contractor

AV Project Management Group

gough.s@portseattle.org



Project Overview

Project Purpose:

Provide two Port-furnished, owned, and fully maintained full-service kitchen spaces for 

Airport, Dining and Retail (ADR) to lease to small business food and beverage operators.

Project Background:

These food and beverage kitchens will offer passengers a more diverse offering of dining 

options, that aligns with the Port Century Agenda Objective to increase career and business 

opportunities for local communities in all port-related industries.

Estimated Cost: $2.5 - $3.5 M

WMBE Goal Percentage: 15%

22
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Project Scope

• Two locations: Concourse B & Central Terminal.

• Typical food service buildout: new lighting, signage, ceilings, storefront 

finishes, flooring, casework, kitchen equipment, furniture, and Mechanical, 

Electrical and Plumbing infrastructure to support the future operations. 



Current State Pictures
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Concourse B (CB-04)                                       Central Terminal (CT-02)



Components / Trades of Interest
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• Framing and Drywall

• Casework

• Paint

• Tile Flooring and Walls

• Food Service Equipment

• Plumbing

• Mechanical 

• Electrical 



Project Schedule
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Item (Feel free change items shown as 

appropriate)

Anticipated Date

Advertisement Period Begins 11/1/2024

Construction Begins (NTP) 2/27/2025

Substantial Completion 8/24/2025

Physical Completion 10/30/2025
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Upper Drive Traffic 

Attenuator

Heather Bornhorst,

Capital Program Leader

AV Project Management Group

bornhorst.h@portseattle.org



Project Overview

Project Purpose:

Replace damaged traffic attenuator at the south end of Departures (Upper Drive 

or Ticketing level)

Estimated Cost: $300,000 to $600,000

WMBE Goal Percentage: TBD

28



Project Scope

• Demolition (existing damaged traffic attenuator and short wall, signage 

lighting)

• Limited paving / striping

• Installation of new traffic attenuator system (static system)

• Upgrade existing signage (overhead signs)

29



Current State Pictures
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First Overhead Sign Structure Second Overhead Sign Structure and Attenuator



Current State Pictures
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Damaged Attenuator and Wall to be Demolished

Exampled Static System

(Barrels of Sand/Water)



Components / Trades of Interest
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• Site Preparation (238910)

• Highway, Street and Bridge Construction (237310)

• Power and Communications (237130)



Project Schedule
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Item Anticipated Date

Advertisement Period Begins November 2024

Construction Begins (NTP) March 2025

Substantial Completion May 2025

Physical Completion July 2025



Resources

United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) – US Office of Civil Rights DBE Program 

https://www.transportation.gov/civil-rights/disadvantaged-business-enterprise

Office of Minority Women’s Business Enterprise (OMWBE) Washington  

https://omwbe.wa.gov/

49 CFR Part 26

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title49/49cfr26_main_02.tpl

Department of Labor 

www.dol.gov

Federal Aviation Administration

www.faa.gov 

Port of Seattle – Diversity in Contracting

https://www.portseattle.org/business/bid-opportunities 

Resources

https://www.transportation.gov/civil-rights/disadvantaged-business-enterprise
https://omwbe.wa.gov/
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title49/49cfr26_main_02.tpl
http://www.dol.gov/
http://www.faa.gov/
https://www.portseattle.org/business/bid-opportunities


ResourcesUpcoming Events & Training Opportunities

Date Event Location

Aug 12 Applications Due

Sept 10 – Dec 3

Business Accelerator 

Mentorship Program
Pier 69 

September 12 – October 10 Advanced PortGen Workshops Online

September 12 Regional Contracting Forum Seattle Center

September 18 Aviation Maintenance PortGen
SEA Distribution 

Center

October 17 Maritime Industry Day Pier 69

December 10
Port of Seattle Year End 

Celebration
Pier 69



Planes, Trains and Automobiles

07/31/24

Working with Sound Transit

Alex Stapnes

Economic Development Specialist
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AGENDA 
Typical Contracting Opportunities

 

Accessing Contracting 

Opportunities

Connecting with Sound Transit 

Key notes 

Upcoming Procurements 

Helpful Links

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wings777/3386281307/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Sound Transit

Vision

Enthusiastically transforming the map 

of Central Puget Sound. Making our 

transit service as iconic to our region 

as the Space Needle, Mount Rainier 

and ferries.

Mission

Connecting more people to more 

places to make life better and create 

equitable opportunities for all.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://www.flickr.com/photos/thomasngo/4217058633/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Leveraging Opportunities Between Agencies 

Sound Transit WSDOT Port of Seattle

DBE Program YES YES YES

OMWBE DBE Certification YES YES YES

Small Business Program YES YES YES

OMWBE Certification YES YES YES

King County SCS Certification YES NO: DES NO: Self-Certified

Registration System YES: Biddingo NO YES: Vendor Connect

NAICS Codes YES YES YES

Small Works Roster YES: MRSC YES: MRSC YES: Vendor Connect

Job Order Contracts (JOCs) YES YES YES

B2GNow YES YES NO

Prompt Payment YES YES YES

Technical Assistance Program YES: CBMPP YES: CBMPP & MBDA / 

TABOR 100 Program

YES: Port Gen & 

Accelerator Programs



Types of Work at 

Sound Transit 



Architectural & 

Engineering
Construction

IT

Janitorial

Maintenance

Rolling Stock

Non-Revenue Vehicles

Equipment

Financial Services

Engineering Services

Architectural Services  

Design

Environmental

Value Engineering

Noise Monitoring

Surveying

Mapping

Vibration Monitoring

Estimating

Electrical

Plumbing

HVAC

Trucking

Landscape

Horizontal/Vertical

Traffic Control

Site Security

Construction Management

Goods & 

Services 

Architectural & 

Engineering 
Construction 

Contracting Opportunities with Sound Transit



NAICS Code Work Description # Contracted $ Contracted

541611
Administrative Management and General Management 

Consulting Services
20 $107,132,966.00 

541330 Engineering Services 12 $137,274,699.50 

238210 Electrical Contractors and Other Wiring Installation Contractors 12 $22,859,785.80 

541690 Other Scientific and Technical Consulting Services 10 $41,957,769.00 

541990 All Other Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 9 $25,265,324.57 

NAICS Code Work Description $ Contracted # Contracted

237990 Other Heavy and Civil Engineering Construction $643,695,984.04 4

236220 Commercial and Institutional Building Construction $472,407,778.91 7

485119 Light Rail Systems (except mixed mode), commuter $261,426,703.00 5

485113 Bus and Other Motor Vehicle Transit Systems $202,108,219.00 2

541330 Engineering Services $137,274,699.50 12

Most Highly Utilized NAICS Codes on ST Contracts 

(Q2 2022 – Q2 2024)



Creating Opportunity 

& Equal Access
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Objectives of Economic Development 

Leverage our purchasing power to drive inclusion. 

DBE 

PROGRAM 

Federally funded contracts 

Narrowly tailored /  Disadvantaged 

Businesses Enterprises (DBEs)

DBE Certification 

(OMWBE)

SMALL BUSINESS 

PROGRAM 

Contracts without federal funds 

Focus on Small Businesses inclusion 

Based SBE Standards; OMWBE – 

DBE / MBE / WBE / SEDBE / SCS
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DBE and Small Business Program Elements in Contracts 

• Reviewing 

procurement(s) for 

accessibility 

• Establishing DBE/SBE 

goals based on funding 

source and availability

• Compliance monitoring

• Ensure that goals are 

met, and subcontractors 

fully utilized

 

Contract 

Close  

Contract delivery 

Planning 



Connecting with Sound 

Transit: Biddingo 
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Procurement System: Biddingo 

All guests to our site can view: 

- Solicitations

- Bid results and solicitation award information.

Register onto the system in order to:

• Receive email notifications about upcoming projects in 
your field(s) of interest. 

• Ability to download solicitation documents, associated 
addenda and information about how to respond to the 
solicitation. 



Step 1 

• Identify and Select Commodities 

• Select Categories: NAICS 

Step 2

• Vendor Form 

• Set up User-Name / Password

• Registrant Information

• Company Information & Small/ Disadvantaged Information  

Step 3 

• Verification & Submittal 

• Prompted to verify information, and submit 

• Receive confirmation message 

Biddingo Registration: Key Steps



https://portal.biddingo.com/landingpage/soundtransit
https://portal.biddingo.com/landingpage/soundtransit



Right Sized Opportunities
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Small Work with Sound Transit

The Small Works Roster will serve as a list of firms available to 

perform Sound Transit public works projects estimated to cost 

less than $350,000. 

To register for Sound Transit's Small Works Roster, 

visit https://mrscrosters.org and select Sound Transit (Central 

Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority) from the MRSC Public 

Agency list.

https://mrscrosters.org/


52

2023 Small Works Awards
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Job Order Contracts

Job Order Contract (JOC)

• 3 Prime Contractors 

• Work is executed through work orders up to $500k

• Used for small building and repair projects

• Streamlines projects bypassing the full bid process

• 90% of the work is contracted to subcontractors

• Small business goal 25% / Disadvantaged business 

goal 5% included

• Funded by the requesting department, pending 

verified budget



Key Notes 

For Working with Sound Transit 
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Prime Contractor Expectations
▪ Ensure B2Gnow compliance profile is 

accurate/complete 

▪ Pay subcontractors within 5 days of 

payment from Sound Transit or 

sooner– consider ACH 

▪ Confirm audits in a timely manner

▪ Support subcontracts by unbundling 

work packages

▪ Build Capacity of Small DBE firms; 

Provide training opportunities

▪ Keeping communication open; Work 

with ST proactively 

▪ Take B2Gnow online trainings 

▪ Keep contact information up to date

▪ Register in Biddingo 

▪ Participate in Pre-bids 

▪ Have a presence with diverse 

business community

 NAMC, TABOR 100, AWMB, etc.

▪ Search OMWBE / SCS for key 

areas of partnership

▪ Build business relationships with 

DBEs Small Businesses  

▪ Participate as Mentor in our 

Capacity Building Mentor Protégé 

Program. 
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Helpful Tips for Subcontractors 

▪ Confirm payment amounts 

▪ Confirm payment from prime are 

received within 5 business days

▪ Engage in Commercially Useful 

Function Interview Efforts

▪ Seek support from Sound Transit 

Economic Development when 

questions arise

▪ Keeping communication open

▪ Keep information up to date

▪ Register in Biddingo 

▪ Participate in Prebids 

▪ Have a presence with diverse 

business community

 NAMC, TABOR 100, AWMB, etc.

▪ Build business relationships 

▪ Participate as Protege in our 

Capacity Building Mentor Protégé 

Program. 



Upcoming Procurements
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What's on the Horizon 

Project Sheets – Architecture & Engineering and 

Construction

As of 07/01/24
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What's on the Horizon 

Project Sheets – Materials, Technology and Services

As of 07/01/24
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Links – Questions?

Sound Transit Economic Development
https://www.soundtransit.org/get-to-know-us/office-civil-rights-

equity-inclusion/economic-development

Sound Transit Procurement
https://www.soundtransit.org/get-to-know-us/doing-business-with-

us/procurement-contracts-agreements

Biddingo

https://biddingo.com/soundtransit

Small Works

https://mrscrosters.org

OMWBE

https://omwbe.wa.gov

King County SCS

https://kingcounty.diversitycompliance.com

Sabyr Contractors, Inc.
https://www.saybr.com

Centennial Contractors Enterprises, Inc
https://cce-inc.com/services/job-order-contracts

FORMA Construction Company
https://formacc.com/subcontracting-opportunities

General Email Inbox

CivilrightsDBE@soundtransit.org

mailto:CivilrightsDBE@soundtransit.org


OFFICE OF EQUITY AND CIVIL RIGHTS

NINA JONES, ASST. DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS DIVERSTIY AND INCLUSION

July 31, 2024

Working with the Washington 

State Department of 

Transportation
Planes,  Tra ins  & Automobi les



Why does this work matter? 



Public Works Contracts

• Highways

• Bridges

• Marine

• Rail

• Rest Areas

• Facilities

• Tunnel

• Ferry Terminals

• Resurfacing

• Signing

• Rehabilitation

• Painting

• New Construction

• Striping & Marking

• Slope Stabilization

• ADA Improvements

• Fish Barrier Removal

• Safety Improvements



Roles

• Prime Contractor

• Design-Builder

• Subcontractor

• Supplier

• Vendor

• Manufacturer

• Designer

• Consultant

• Others



Certification Contact Information

DBE Certification is issued by the Office of 

Minority and Women Business Enterprises 

(OMWBE)

➢ WMBE's can be self-certified or may obtain 

certification through OMWBE.

Firms seeking to 

be federally certified as a 

DBE should contact the 

Office of Minority and 

Women Business 

Enterprises (OMWBE).

Information on the 

eligibility criteria, 

instructions and certification 

materials can be found at:

https://omwbe.wa.gov

Or Call: 866-208-1064

https://omwbe.wa.gov


Doing Business with WSDOT

Click HERE

to get

started!

https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot


Call For Bids

WSDOT | Call for Bids

https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot


How to Bid on Contracts

1. 
PREQUALIFY

2. ORDER 
PLANS & 

SPECS

3. SUBMIT 
ELECTRONIC 

BID



Prequalification

Work Experience

• Based on completed contracts.

• Project owners rate contractors using 

a form.

• Project total is broken out into “classes 

of work.”

• Only work self-performed can be used.

• Only work that is standard or above 

will count (no marginal comments).

Financial Resources

• Updated each year.

• Based on audited or reviewed financial 

statement.

• Net worth is multiplied by a factor based on the 

number of successfully completed past projects.

*Prequalification ensures that our bidders can do the job!



Small Works Roster

• Limited to projects estimated at 

$350,000 or less

• Only those on the roster receive notice

• A good way for smaller contractors to 

start doing business with WSDOT

Qualifying for the Small Works Roster does not require submittal of a financial statement.  

WSDOT | Small Works Roster

https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/biz/contaa/prequal/default.htm


Electronic Bidding

WSDOT | Electronic Bidding

https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/contracts/about-public-works-contracts/how-bid-contract/step-3-submit-your-bid-electronically


Bid Results

WSDOT | Bid Results

https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/contracts/about-public-works-contracts/public-works-contract-history/bid-opening-results


WSDOT | Bid Tabulations
*

Bid Tabulating

https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/contracts/about-public-works-contracts/public-works-contract-history/bid-tabulations


• WSDOT | Design Build

Design-Build Contracts

https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/contracts/search-contracting-opportunities?combine=&field_contract_delivery_method_target_id%5B118%5D=118&sort_by=field_publication_date_value


Upcoming Contracts

WSDOT | Upcoming Contracts

https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/contracts/search-contracting-opportunities


Services Available

OECR | Services Available

https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/equal-opportunity-contracting/diverse-business-programs


Capacity Building Mentorship Program

www.CapacityMentorship.com

http://www.capacitymentorship.com/


Diversity Roadmap

Diversity 

Roadmap

https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/OEO-Diversity-Roadmap-Update.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/OEO-Diversity-Roadmap-Update.pdf


Economic Inclusion Team



Economic Inclusion Team | Emails

Headquarters (HQ): HQOEO@wsdot.wa.gov

Eastern Region: ERRegionOEO@wsdot.wa.gov

North Central Region: NCRegionOEO@wsdot.wa.gov

Northwest Region: NWRegionOEO@wsdot.wa.gov

Olympic Region: ORegionOEO@wsdot.wa.gov

South Central Region: SCRegionOEO@wsdot.wa.gov

Southwest Region: SWRegionOEO@wsdot.wa.gov

Washington State Ferries: FerriesOEO@wsdot.wa.gov

Tribal Employment Rights (TERO): TERO@wsdot.wa.gov

mailto:HQoeo@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:ERRegionOEO@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:NCRegionOEO@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:NWRegionOEO@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:ORegionOEO@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:SCRegionOEO@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:SWRegionOEO@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:FerriesOEO@wsdot.wa.gov​
mailto:TERO@wsdot.wa.gov


WSDOT Regional Map



Upcoming Events & Training Opportunities



Resources

United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) – US Office of Civil Rights DBE Program
https://www.transportation.gov/civil-rights/disadvantaged-business-enterprise

Office of Minority Women’s Business Enterprise (OMWBE) Washington
https://omwbe.wa.gov/

49 CFR Part 26
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title49/49cfr26_main_02.tpl

Department of Labor
www.dol.gov

WEBS | Washington’s Electronic Business Solution
https://pr-webs-vendor.des.wa.gov/

Office of Equity and Civil Rights – Diverse Business Programs
https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/equal-opportunity-contracting/diverse-business-programs

https://www.transportation.gov/civil-rights/disadvantaged-business-enterprise
https://omwbe.wa.gov/
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title49/49cfr26_main_02.tpl
http://www.dol.gov/
https://pr-webs-vendor.des.wa.gov/
https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/equal-opportunity-contracting/diverse-business-programs


Questions?



Office of Equity and Civil Rights • 2024





ABOUT OMWBE

Since 1983, OMWBE has helped businesses owned by minorities, women, 
and other underrepresented communities access contracting and 

procurement opportunities in state government.



•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



OMWBE certifies small businesses that are owned & 
controlled by minorities, women, and other 
disadvantaged individuals.

OMWBE certifies businesses in order to increase 
contracting opportunities for the certified businesses 
with state and local contracts.



•

•

•

•



NEW – Public Works Small Business Enterprise (PWSBE) State Certification!





Public Works Small Business Enterprise (PWSBE) 

o OMWBE State Certification (race- and gender-neutral)

o Free access to the Statewide Small Works Roster

o Eligibility Requirements:

o Personal Net Worth (PNW) under $2.047 million excluding 

primary residence and applicant business

o Gross Receipts Under $30.72 million based on a 3-year average

o Public works focused – Public work means all work, construction, 

alteration, repair, or improvement. Ex: Public buildings, 

infrastructure



Why Get Certified? Why Get Certified? 

Your firm anticipates 
working with state 

agencies, local 
governments, school 
districts, and public 

universities.

Federally-funded 
transportation 
projects have 

mandatory goals for 
participation of 
certified firms. 

State agencies and 
colleges have 

supplier diversity 
goals. 

Some private 
companies also use 
OMWBE’s certified 
firms to fulfill their 
supplier diversity 

goals.



•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



• Visit www.omwbe.diversitycompliance.com to begin
• Select “Apply For / Renew Certification”  then  “Create Account”

• Choose State or Federal. Start a federal application if you want both state 
and federal certifications.





Application Process 
Time

Application Process 
Time



OMWBE Directory
Of Certified Firms
OMWBE Directory
Of Certified Firms

Businesses that appear in the directory are currently 
certified with OMWBE.

Designed to help buyers and contracting officers more 
quickly locate certified firms for upcoming procurement 
and contracting opportunities.



mailto:TechnicalAssistance@omwbe.wa.gov
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