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Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (SEA) was built in 
1949 to handle half a million passengers annually and is 
now handling more than 50 million passengers.
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Regional Growth and SEA



SAMP Overview

The Sustainable Airport 

Master Plan (SAMP) 

proposes improvements 

needed at Seattle-Tacoma 

International Airport 

(SEA) to meet future, 

forecasted demand. 

• The master plan 

process was completed 

in 2018 & identified 31 

Near-Term Projects
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Completed Project Milestones
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2018

Port of Seattle completed the Sustainable Airport Master Plan

FAA conditionally approved the Airport Layout Plan

FAA and the Port initiated NEPA for the NTPs and held Scoping meetings with agencies 
and the public

2019 Aviation Activity Forecasts were updated

2020 – 2022 Pandemic occurred and process slowed

2022 Baseline conditions and Aviation Activity Forecast updated

2023 Aviation Activity Forecast validated

2024 Completion of analysis; drafting and publication of NEPA document



Environmental Review and NEPA
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What is Environmental Review?

• The purpose of an environmental review 
is to assess the potential environmental 
impacts of a proposed project before it is 
undertaken.

• An environmental review is a process to 
assess how projects at Port of Seattle 
facilities may impact the environment in 
a variety of categories that include air 
quality and climate, water resources, 
biological resources, and noise, among 
others. 

What is NEPA?

• A federal law requiring federal agencies to 
assess the environmental effects of their 
proposed actions prior to making decisions.

• The purpose of this Environmental 
Assessment (EA) is to determine if the 
development and operation of the Proposed 
Action has the potential to result in impacts 
to resource categories



Draft NEPA EA Document Overview

Chapter 1 – Introduction and Purpose & Need

Chapter 2 – Alternatives 

Chapter 3 – Affected Environment

Chapter 4 – Environmental Consequences

Chapter 5 – Cumulative Impacts

Chapter 6 – List of Preparers

Chapter 7 - References

Appendices

Project website: www.sampNTPenvironmentalreview.org
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http://www.sampntpenvironmentalreview.org/


Physical copies of the draft NEPA EA can be viewed at: 

• SEA Airport Conference Center, 17801 International 
Blvd, SeaTac, WA 98158

• Burien Library, 400 SW 152nd Street, Suite 100, 
Burien, WA 98166

• Des Moines Library, 21620 11th Ave S., Des Moines, 
WA 98198

• Valley View Library, 17850 Military Road S., SeaTac, 
WA 98188

• Federal Way 320th Library, 848 S 320th St., Federal 
Way, WA 98003

• White Center Library, 1409 SW 107th St, Seattle, WA 
98146

• Tukwila Library, 14380 Tukwila International Blvd, 
Tukwila, WA 98168
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How to Access the NEPA EA

SAMP Website
https://www.sampntpenvironmentalreview.org/

https://www.sampntpenvironmentalreview.org/


30-day Public Notice

•  September 20

Public comment period

• October 21 – December 5 (45 days)

Public Meetings

• November 12; 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM (Federal Way)

• November 13; 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM (Des Moines)

• November 14; 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM (Burien)

• November 16; 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM (SeaTac)

Submit comments by December 5, 2024 
(submitted or postmarked)

Email: SAMP@portseattle.org

Mail: Mr. Steve Rybolt
 Port of Seattle
 Aviation Environment and Sustainability

 P.O. Box 68727
 Seattle, WA 98168
 

Project website: 
https://sampntpenvironmentalreview.org 
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Agency and Public Comment Period

mailto:SAMP@portseattle.org
https://sampntpenvironmentalreview.org/


SAMP Website
https://www.sampntpenvironmentalreview.org/

Email
samp@portseattle.org

Postal Mail
Mr. Steve Rybolt
Port of Seattle, Aviation Environment and Sustainability
P.O. Box 68727, Seattle, WA 98168

Public Meetings
Tuesday, November 12, 6 – 8 p.m.
Wildwood Elementary School, 2405 S 300th St, Federal Way, WA 
98003

Wednesday, November 13, 6 – 8 p.m.
Mt Rainier High School, 22450 19th Ave S, Des Moines, WA 98198

Thursday, November 14, 6 – 8 p.m.
Highline High School, 225 S 152nd St, Burien, WA 98148

Saturday, November 16, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
McMicken Heights Elementary School, 3708 S 168th St, SeaTac, 
WA 98188
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How to Submit an Official Public Comment
October 21 – December 5, 2024

https://www.sampntpenvironmentalreview.org/
mailto:samp@portseattle.org


Outreach and Engagement

Provided 30 days notice before publishing

Requested an extension to a 60-day comment period, as noted in community input

Materials provided in seven languages

Outreach to airport-area stakeholders including Highline Forum, StART, city councils, community 
councils

Public meetings in different Highline cities locations to capture official comments

Targeted engagement with BIPOC and underrepresented communities with an emphasis in South King 
County

Materials include FAA-approved SAMP airport layout plan and future demand from regional growth
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Language Access Overview

Materials available in multiple languages (Spanish, Vietnamese, Simplified Chinese, Somali, Amharic, 
and Korean)

If audio, visual or language assistance are required, community members can leave a message at 206-
339-0213

At the four open house events, there will be options to assist attendees or those with questions in-
language:

o Translated versions of each of the display boards will be available.
o Translated printed materials will be available. 
o Translation services will be available through Port team on-site via language line interpretation 

support. 
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Next Steps

All comments received on the Draft EA will be reviewed by the FAA and the Port and responded to in 
preparation of the Final EA.

If the FAA finds the Proposed Action would have significant environmental impacts that could not be 
mitigated below the level of significance, then an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) may be 
prepared.

If the FAA finds the Proposed Action would not have a significant environmental impact, then the FAA 
will issue a Mitigated Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)/Record of Decision (ROD).

The Port will conduct a similar environmental review under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).

Port of Seattle approves SEPA environmental review.
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30-day Public Notice

•  September 20

Public comment period

• October 21 – December 5 (45 days)

Public Meetings

• November 12; 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM (Federal Way)

• November 13; 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM (Des Moines)

• November 14; 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM (Burien)

• November 16; 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM (SeaTac)

Submit comments by December 5, 2024 
(submitted or postmarked)

Email: SAMP@portseattle.org

Mail: Mr. Steve Rybolt
 Port of Seattle
 Aviation Environment and Sustainability

 P.O. Box 68727
 Seattle, WA 98168
 

Project website: 
https://sampntpenvironmentalreview.org 
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Agency and Public Comment Period

mailto:SAMP@portseattle.org
https://sampntpenvironmentalreview.org/
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