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Preserve, Optimize, Modernize
In today’s rapidly changing higher education 
landscape, community and technical colleges 
need to offer safe, modern spaces for teaching 
and learning and provide the best training 
ground for new and emerging career fields. Our 
community and technical college system’s $650 
million capital budget request is designed to meet 
both those goals.

Who We Serve
Anchored in local communities across Washington, 
our 34 community and technical colleges 
collectively served about 290,000 students in 
the 2023-24 academic year. We proudly serve a 
very diverse student population. Our students are 
more likely to be the first in their families to attend 
college, come from lower-income families, be 
people of color, hold down jobs while enrolled, and 
care for parents or children. The median age is 26. 

Minor Works
Our request prioritizes minor works projects ahead 
of all other work to prevent or delay more costly 
renovations and replacement projects in the 
future. 

In this request, our state’s 34 community and 
technical colleges would receive funding for 
high-priority facility repairs — such as repairing or 
replacing roofs, windows, elevators, boilers, and 
mechanical systems — and to proactively replace 
campus infrastructure that is beyond its useful life, 
before it fails.

All colleges would also receive funding to 
modernize existing spaces to ensure they continue 
to be viable, relevant, and useful. 

Major Projects
Our capital budget request 
includes funding for 12 major 
projects, starting with a 
study of possible solutions 
for Lake Swano dam at Grays 
Harbor College. Considered “high hazard” by 
the Department of Ecology, the dam poses an 
imminent threat to public safety in the south 
Aberdeen area. A dam failure would significantly 
disrupt campus operations by cutting off utilities 
and access to several buildings and by eliminating 
the college’s alternate tsunami evacuation route.

The remaining projects on the list support space 
for instruction, labs, student services, and 
vocational programs in high-demand fields like 
clean energy, automotive technology, advanced 
manufacturing, and allied health. Nearly 241,000 
square feet of the college system’s oldest and 
least functional teaching and learning spaces 
would be replaced or renovated.

Clean Buildings Act Compliance
Our college system seeks funding for each college 
to inventory energy-consuming equipment on 
campus — such as HVACs, boilers, and lighting 
systems — in order to develop Energy Management 
and Operations and Maintenance plans required 
by the 2019 Clean Buildings Act. 

Owners of buildings that need to comply with the 
Clean Buildings Act are required to have a qualified 
person submit compliance reports for affected 
buildings, with the first report due in 2026. A 
second part of this request is to enable colleges 
to either train staff to become qualified to submit 
compliance reports or contract with others who 
are qualified.
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